
May 1981. 



The civilised way to arrive in York is by train at one of the long curving platforms under the 
spectacular arched roof of the Station. A masterpiece of Victorian engineering. This station was 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ муттΦ  LǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ 

over the world who come to York for a glimpse of living history.

June 1981 



The moment we step out of the Station entrance we are looking at one of the things for 
which York is so famous. The Medieval City wall with the Minster in the distance through 
the trees. And, if it happens to be Spring, we get a bonus by way of a wonderful display of 

daffodils in bloom.

April 1981 



Crossing the road towards the steps which lead up onto the wall, we come across a small well-
kept burial ground. This is the place just outside the City wall where they buried the victims of a 

Cholera epidemic in 1832

June 1981 



Climbing the steps onto the wall we get a very good view of the wall itself with LendalBridge 
leading over the river towards the Minster. A famous view this. In fact, they say there are three 
holes in the pavement here where many generations of keen photographers have stood their 

tripods and photographed the Minster in all its glory. 

June 1981 



And of course, I am one of them. With a long focus lens to bring it just a bit closer it makes an 
imposing picture. And no set of slides about York is complete without this one.

Aug 1980



June 1981 

At the end of this stretch of wall, LendalBridge crosses the 
River Ouse. Before the bridge was built, there used to be a 

ferry across between the two towers. 
John Leeman was the last of the ferrymen and he was 

compensated for the loss of his livelihood with a horse and 
cart and fifteen pounds in cash.

The large tower on the far side is LendalWater Tower, and 
it is not so long ago that it contained a steam pumping 
engine which supplied York with water from the river.



June 1981 

LendalBridge is a beauty in cast iron. It was built in 1863 to give access to the railway station. 
According to the records, the first structure they put up collapsed into the river within a week. It 

was hauled out and taken away to Scarborough where it now forms part of the famous Valley 
.ǊƛŘƎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōǊƛŘƎŜΦ .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Χ



When they got the roadway over it and the footpaths built up they found that the parapets were 
ǘƻƻ ƭƻǿΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ŦŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

section on the top to increase the height of it. The decorations on this bridge are magnificent and 
those lamp standards are unique.

May 1981 



They are well worth a closer look. 
Funnily enough, if you show this picture to people who 
have lived all their lives in York, a surprising number of 
ǘƘŜƳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƛǘΦ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

never notice the beauties of their own locality. 

July 1980 



¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ōƻŀǘ ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘ IŀƭƭΦ 
The Guild Hall was badly damaged by bombing in the Second World War and a lot of 

restoration work had to be done, mainly on the roof and the walls at the end nearest the 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǘǊƛǇ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇǘƘƻǊǇŜΦ

July 1980



Just over Lendal.ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ōōŜȅΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōŜȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ hƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎǘǳƳǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 

arched wall. 

Aug 1980 



It was founded nearly 900 years ago in 1089 by the Benedictine order and at one time it was the 
most Important Abbey in the North of England. 

Aug 1980



The best preserved bit of the Abbey is the Hospitium which was the place where the Monks 
entertained their guests and sheltered travellers.  

Aug 1980 



It is now a sort of museum with Roman things in it, and those stone coffins are of Roman origin. 
They were dug up at various places in the City and put there on display. 

Like many things in York, it makes a good subject for the camera.

Aug 1980 



¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōōŜȅΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ōōƻǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мнулΦ ²ƘŜƴ YƛƴƎ 
Henry VIII fell out with the Pope and destroyed all the Abbeys and Monasteries, he took this 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ aŀƴƻǊΦ  

June 1981 



The coat of arms over the doorway is that of a later King ςCharles I. The Kings Manor is now a 
part of York University, but you can still go in and look around if you want to. 

Aug 1980 


