The Moores
of Belbroughton

MAVE CALVERT

Born in Fulford, York in 1965, is a Computing student at Huddersfield Polytechnic. Her great
interest in Genealogy brought her to Belbroughton in 1984, seeking information about the
Moore family.

Belbroughton has long been noted for the scythe trade in which the names of
Isaac Nash and the Waldron family predominate. However, it was not just the
owners of the scythe mills who played a significant part in the industry but also the
workers. The Moore family was among these workers and lived for over three hundred
years in the village.

On 7th July 1641 at the church of the Holy Trinity, Belbroughton, John Moore was
married to Elizabeth Right and so began a long line of Belbroughton Moores who
lived and worked in the village until 1957.

In 1851, one of the direct descendants of John and Elizabeth, also named John
Moore, was living in the Gorst Green area of Belbroughton with his son Edward who
was then married to a Mary Hill from Old Swinford and had several children. John was
then an 89 year old widower, being born in 1762 in the village. His wife, Mary, had
passed away in 1828 after bearing at least nine children. John was described as a
scythesmith. One hundred years later his great great grandson was still producing
Belbroughton scythes. John was buried in Belbroughton churchyard on 8th April 1854
and was then said to have come from Hollies Hill.

Also in 1851, another of John Moore’s sons was producing scythes many miles away
near Sheffield in South Yorkshire. He was living and working at Carr Forge in the parish
of Beighton which is on the outskirts of Sheffield. He too was named John Moore. He
was born in 1789 at Belbroughton and married Sarah Thomas from Chaddesley
Corbett. Around 1825 John and his family left Belbroughton and went to live at Darby
Hand which is situated at Netherton near Dudley, about 7 miles north of Belbroughton.
Here, John continued to work as a forgeman for about ten years before moving a
further 70 miles north to the village of Norton in North Derbyshire, also on the
outskirts of Sheffield. Norton, like Belbroughton and Hackenthorpe, was one of the
andient seats of Scythe manufacture. Here John and Sarah together with their family
stayed with William Moore, John’s brother.William had been manufacturing scythes at
Norton since 1822 and in 1837 had taken over the Little London Works. After spending
a few years with his brother, John moved to Beighton where he worked Carr Forge
for the rest of his life.

When John and Sarah Moore left Belbroughton in 1825 they took with them their
children including one year old John Moore. In 1846 this John was married to
Elizabeth Eyre at Beighton parish church. They leased Rainbow Forge, downstream
from Carr Forge until 1866 when John took his wife and children back to his
birthplace of Belbroughton.

In 1866 the Belbroughton scythe trade was booming under the increasing control of
Mr. Isaac Nash who was able to buy out the Waldron family six years later. John Moore
worked as a scytheforgeman at Newtown Forge aided by his sons George, Herbert,
and Arthur. In 1883 he was buried in Belbroughton churchyard with his wife who had
died two years previously. Their grave stone can still be seen in the churchyard today.

Atter his father’s death, Arthur Moore began work as a scytheforgman at Middle Mill,
Belbroughton. He married a girl named Annie Elizabeth and they had three children.
Annie Mabel Moore, the eldest, lived in the village all her life and died a spinster.
Alice Moore, the youngest, was married to Richard Foster and went to live in Alvechurch.
The third child was christened John Edward at Belbroughton parish church on 4th
August 1889 but was better known in the village as Eddie Moore. He took over Middle
Mill from his father and worked there for the rest of his life. Eddie was a tall, thin
man who almost always wore a beret-type hat. He was a keen cricketer and played



in the village team. He was also a lover of nature and wildlife of which there was an
abundance near Middle Mill since it was situated along the Belbroughton Brook near
Brant Hill Farm. Eddie became somewhat of a local celebrity, his mill being visited by
various authors, journalists and university students. The reason for this was that the mill
was the only one in the area to continue to be powered by water. Middle Mill had three
water wheels in all, one to drive the bellows for the forge, one to drive the tilt-
hammer for the forging of scythes and a third to drive the grinding wheel which was
used to sharpen the scythe blades. Eddie never married and lived in Moore Cottage,
Hartle Lane, until his death in 1957.

Eddie had quite a few cousins. Annie Moore, the daughter of his father’s elder
brother George, married Jack Bate in 1889. At the time Jack was a forgeman’s heater.
This meant that he would heat up the metal for the scythe blades in the fire before the
forgeman shaped it under the tilt hammer. Later, Jack took over the Post Office at
Belbroughton from his father.

Eddie’s uncle George is thought to have been the church organist around the turn
of the century as well as a scytheforgeman. James Moore, another of Eddie’s cousins,
is thought to have lived ‘up Swansway’.

Whilst Eddie Moore and his father were manufacturing scythes in Belbroughton
other Moores of the same descent remained in the Sheffield area. John Moore
(1824-83), Eddie’s grandfather, had a sister, Elizabeth Moore, who lived at Carr Forge
before marrying a local sickle grinder, William Widdison. This couple were my great
great grandparents on my mother’s side and it was through tracing their ancestry that
[ discovered the Moores of Belbroughton.
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