
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mave Marian, The Sherwood Dowser   



ADVENTURES OF A SHERWOOD DOWSER PART 1 ð THE HOLM OAK OF 

ANNESLEY OLD CHURCH  

On a muggy day in July 2021 , I set out  to explore the south -west corner of the Sherwood 

Forest pentagram which falls at Newstead Abbey near Hucknall in Nottinghamshire. My 

first port of call however was Annesley Old Church which lies some 2.5 miles to the 

WSW . Back in my Ley hunting days I had found multiple  straight alignments on the 

Ordnance Survey  map that seemed to either radiate from  Annesley Old Church  or cross 

over it . Most of them qualified as Alfred Watkins style Leys. I was curious to find the 

exact spot on the gr ound where these alignments  or Leys  appeared to radiate from  and 

to see if they had any distinguishable energy flowing along them.  I also wanted to 

investigate  how trees link into earth energies  having been inspired by a talk given Paul 

Syrett of the Slimb ridge Dowsers entitled òThe Wisdom of Treesó. 

Annesley Old  Church stands on a raised mound overlooking  Annesley Hall  and was once in 

the midst of Annesley Forest . The name Annesley is from the Old English  Annaõs 

Lea or  Ley, Ley meaning a clearing or hillsi de in the wood and Anna or An being a pre-

Christian masculine name. It is thought that a wooden Saxon church originally stood on 

th is mound. A Norman Church was then built  on it  around 1150 and the present Church in 

1356. In 1874 a new Church, also dedicated to All Saints , was opened a mile or so away 

to accommodate the growing mining community in the area and this one gradually fell into 

disrepair.  In the 1980s it was sold to the local  Council for £1 and is now managed as a 

scheduled ancient monument.  

I began by walking around the Church  and graveyard to acclimatise  myself to the energies 

and at the same time to allow the genus loci or spirit of place (I experience this as  an 

elemental force or ambience) to a cclimatise to my own energies  and decide how much it 

was prepared to  open up to me, this being my first visit . I often find that the more I  

visit a place the more it will open up to me and teach  me different things.  

To the west ern end of the ruined Church were the remains of a bell and next to that was 

a huge multi -trunked evergreen Holm Oak. This tree  had a commanding presence, so I 

asked if it was a Beacon Tree and was told yes it was.  According to Paul Syrett and 

Gordon Field a Beacon Tree broadcasts cosmo -telluric energy over a wide radius in a 

similar way to a mobile phone mast  and I had come across several of them recent ly. This 

particular Beacon tree  was sited over an underground stream and a spiralling energy 

current passed through it. The tree  seemed to be standi ng in a huge cylindrical  column 

of energy that went deep down into the ground and high up into the sky.  Arcs o f energy 

radiated from the top of the tree and also underground  from its root bowl . I also dowsed 

21 straight energetic tubes emerging from the trunk of the tree about one metre above 

ground level which dowsed as being some of the Leys that I had found on the OS map . It 



reminded me of one of those huge industrial generators found at motor racing circuits 

that everyone plugs their extension leads into , except that in this case it felt like the 

power was turned off. However, dowsing suggested that in certain circumstances the 

power is turned on and energy starts to flow outwards in all directions , which could be 

related to how Beacon trees broadcasting energy.  

Below the site of the former altar in the Chancel at the eastern end of the ruined church 

I dowsed a Blind Spring  which is  defined in Grahame Gardnerõs glossary of dowsing terms 

as òA vertical shaft of ascending water that does not rise to the surface of the earth 

but disperses through several horizontal fissures which can be at various depths. 

Dowsers id entify Blind Springs as several underground streams radiating from a central 

pointó. I dowsed four underground streams radiating from this Blind Spring and four 

spiralling energy currents emerging from the ground above it  and following the paths of 

the se underground streams , one of which passed through the Beacon tree .  

Following the path of one of the feminine spiralling energy current s I was led to several 

yew trees surrounding a small raised area in the NE corner of the  mound where there 

were no grave stones . In the centre of th is raised  area was a powerful  energy vortex  and 

I got the impression that sacred ceremonies were carried out there in pre -Christian 

times  and a female Deity was associated with this area , although  she didnõt wish to 

communicate with me on this occasion . Paul Syrett had explained about circles or 

churches of trees  which have been found by himself and Gordon Field  These are where 

several trees of the same type are found  surrounding  a vortex or column  of energy . They 

are though t  to be what preceded  wood henges which themselves preceded stone circles . 

Perhaps that was what I had found.  

The captions b elow the photographs explain the energies that I found in more detail . 

 

 

  



 

IMAGE 1 ð Annesley Old Church on a raised mound overlooking  Annesley Hall . The large 

multi -trunked evergreen oak to the right of the tower dowsed as being a Beacon Tree. 

Dowsing also suggested that the  mound had been revered as sacred for thousands of 

years and once used in a similar way to a Norse òThingó mound. In the 1980s the walls 

and tower of the disused building were lowered to a safe height and it is now a scheduled 

ancient monument and tourist attraction as well as a venue for paranormal investigations .  

 

 

  



 

IMAGE 2 - The Sherwood Forest pentagram  with Bolsover Castle in the west, Blyth 

Prior y Church in the north, Woodcoates deserted medieval village in the east, Southwell 

Minster in the south -east  and Newstead Abbey  in the south -west . The Major Oak , which 

is the guardian tree of Sherwood Forest , is in the centre and some of the connecting 

lines qualify as Alfred Watkins style Leys.  The green circle shows the approximate 

location of Annesley Old Church  near Newstead Abbey . 



  

 

IMAGE 3  - Multiple Alignment s (Leys) radiating from  Annesley Old Church  shown on the 

Ordnance S urvey Map. Newstead Abbey is in the top right. Note: this is for illustration  

purposes only and doesnõt accurately show all the alignments  or their exact paths . 

  



 

 

IMAGE 4 ð I was amazed to find that th e information board  in the graveyard  just 

happened to show a circle with lines radiating out from it towards  significant places on 

the local heritage trail  very similar to my Leys on the OS map . Several  of these places 

turned out to be  on these Leys.  The heritage trail had been named after t he Chaworth ð 

Musters family who lived in Annesley Hall  until the 1970s.  



 

 

IMAGE 5 ð The multi -trunked Holm Oak at the west end of the ruined church . A Holm 

Oak has glossy evergreen leaves and was introduced into Britain in the late 1500s.  

Dowsing suggested  that it was 434 human years old (1587AD) and was the 5th  oak tree 

to grow in th is position . It dowsed as being a Beacon Tree.  



 

IMAGE 6 ð This Beacon Tree was standing in a cylindrical column of energy with a 

diameter slightly wider than the girth of its trunk. I felt that under certain 

circumstances  th is cylinder  would expand to encompass the entire canopy of the tree. 

Dowsing suggested that this energetic  cylinder extende d way up into the cosmos by about 

38 times the height of the tree and way down underground by around 215 times the 

height of the tree.   

 



 

IMAGE 7 ð I could detect great arcs of energy emerging from the top of the tree and 

also underground from the root bo wl and travelling considerable distances both over and 

under ground . I have noticed similar arcs  connecting to  other Beacon Trees . I first came 

across these  arcs in Spain after reading òThe Scared Network: Megaliths, Cathedrals, 

Ley Lines and the power of shared consciousnessó by Chris H Hardy. In Spain they  

emerged from the top of domed Churches and would travel in great arcs through the air 

for up to  a mile before connecting with another site  while other arcs would travel similar 

distances underground . It  felt like the  geometry of the  domed Churches had been 

designed to mimic what the trees had already been doing for millenia . 

 

  



 

 

IMAGE 8 -  I  dowsed 21 small straight energy lines radiating from  the trunk of this 

Beacon tree  at a height of one metre above ground level , travelling away in all directions . 

I didnõt feel they were directly associated with underground water. I  could feel them 

with my hand as thin tube s or cables of around  5cm in diameter . They seemed to be 

surroun ded by a òskinó similar to the rubber  sheath  that surrounds  an electricity cable.  

I couldnõt detect an energy flow  within them  and t hey reminded me of an electric cable 

when the electricity isnõt switched on. Dowsing suggested that under certain 

circumstances energy will  start to flow along the se tubes  and they would then become 

what dowsers call òEnergy Leysó. Dowsing also suggested that  they had been laid down 

by human intent 867 years ago  (1154AD) and they were associated with  the  Leys I had 

found on the OS map.  The number of these tubes was constant throughout my visit unlike 

the radial s that can be dowsed coming from what some dowsers call òpower centresó 

which tend to increase in number the more the power centre is interacted wi th by the 

dowser. 



 

IMAGE 9 ð I also found four  spiralling earth energy currents on the church mound. Unlike 

the straight Leys that radiated from the tree , these were meandering and following the 

paths of underground water. I n my experience earth energies that are associated with 

underground  water , be they  horizontal  òearth energy linesó or vertical òearth energy 

vortexes ó, are always spiral in nature . They ar e made up of two spirals of opposi ng 

polarity and one of these spira ls always predominates . The predominant gender of the 

one that flows through this  tree (shown here in red) was masculine. It was around 9 paces 

wide and was coming from  the south aisle  of the ruined Church . There were 4 loops to 

the spiral which dowsed as 4 bands either side of centre on the  ground. The depth of 

the underground stream dowsed as 3. 25 metres  as it flowed under the tree.  



 

 

IMAGE 10 ðThe Holm Oak Beacon t ree  towers above t he remains of the west wall and 

bell tower.   The spiralling masculine energy current (red) emerged from the Chancel 

behind me where the altar would have been and which dowsed as being above a Blind 

Spring.  It then flow ed above the course of an underground stream that came from the 

Blind Spring, along the remains of the south aisle ( to the left of the picture ), through 

the west wall and through the Beacon Tree. Photo taken from the Chancel where the 

Blind Spring was located.  

  



 

IMAGE 11 ð Looking east along the Nave of the ruined Church. In the backgr ound I 

dowsed a Blind Spring under what would have been the altar in the Chancel. From the 

ground here four spiralling earth energy currents emerged  a few inches apart  from one 

another. T wo dowsed as predominantly feminine in nature (shown in blue) and two as 

predominantly masculine in nature (shown in red).  They all flowed away from the point 

where they emerged and appeared to be following the paths of the underground streams  

that emerged from the Bl ind Spring . The feminine currents dowsed as predominantly 

blue with some silver and the masculine currents dowsed as predominantly red with some 

gold. All four had slightly different widths and gave different Bovis readings . Dowsing 

suggested that the y had been flowing here  since the Norman Church was consecrated  

and some sort of ceremony had been performed to encourage them to emerge.  

  



IMAGE 12 ð Plan of Annesley Old Church from the informatio n board. Purple lines are 

rough positions of the 21 straight (Energy) Leys which radiate from  the Beacon tree.  Red 

lines are  the two spiralling masculine energy currents and blue lines are  the two spiralling 

feminine energy currents , all of which follow the paths of the four underground streams 

that radiate away from the Blind Spring  located under the Chancel.   



 

IMAGE 13 - Aerial view showing relative positions of the Beacon Tree and the Blind 

Spring. Purple lines represent  the straight leys radiating from the Beacon Tree (not to 

scale). The red lines are the two spiralling masculine energy currents emitting from the 

Blind Spring and the blue lines are the two spiralling feminine  energy currents . The red 

and blue lines also mark the rough paths of the underground streams that radiate from 

the Blind Spring.  

 

 



 

IMAGE 14 ð From the Blind Spring  in the chancel  one of the spiralling feminine energy  

current s (blue) flow ed southwards and passed through this monument  with an anchor on 

it that  was erected for the Chaworth -Muster s gentry who lived in Annesley Hall and built 

this Church. The second spiralling feminine energy current  flow ed through a large tree 

to the NE of the chancel and then to a group of yew trees in the NE corner of the 

graveyard on the edge of the mound . One of the  spiralling masculine energy current s 

flow ed out of the chancel  and eastwards through  a small marker stone inscribed with a 

circular cross pattee, and a tree on the eastern edge of the mound.  

  



 

IMAGE 15 ð One of the  spiralling masculine energy current flow ed eastward s through 

this marker stone which is inscribed with a Templar style cros s patte e in a circle . It then 

flowed  through a tree before leaving the mound. This stone dowsed as being sited in an 

earth energy vortex where a tree had once stood. Dowsing suggested that the 

underground stream below was 6.8 metres deep at this point.  

  



 

IMAGE 1 6 ð The spiralling energy currents emerging from the Blind Spring. Photo taken  

from the eastern edge of the mound.  

  



 

 

IMAGE 17 ð The Yew Trees in the NE corner of the raised churchyar d that one of the 

spiralling feminine energy currents passes through. The Yews surround a  small, raised 

area where there are no gravestones . Behind the wall is a sheer drop of several  metres . 

In the centre of the raised area  I dowsed an energy vortex spiralling up wards from the 

ground. The predominant direction was counter -clockwise, which for me is feminine (blue) 

but there was a smaller masculine spiral within it  which dowsed as clockwise (red) . I 

dowsed that an important tree once stood in the centre and the vortex was created by 

its roots sucking up water from th e underground stream  below. Photo taken looking north.  

  



 

IMAGE 1 8 ð Standing on the raised area  in t he Yew circle I felt that this corner of the 

mound was once used for sacred ceremonies in pre -Christian times  and a feminine Deity 

was associated with it  although she did not wish to communicate with me, which was fair 

enough this being my first visit . Photo taken looking west with the ruined church in the 

top left.  



 

IMAGE 19 ðStanding quietly amongst the Yew trees I got the impression of people in 

white robes conducting ceremonies here in fairly recent times .  Back at home I found 

numerous reports  on the internet  of people practicing òwitchcraftó in the area.  However, 

I felt these ceremonies w ere not at all dark or evil in nature but a form of either white 

witchcraft or Druidry that revered nature  and was helping the energies on the mound.  

Photo taken looking SW with the east end of the ruined church to the right . 

  


